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dignified white wig which she retained. The dance was
as subtle a combination of the cancan and the danse du
mntn as Longford could contrive, and was warmly
applauded,
cc If Selina could only appear like that on the stage,
her success'd be a certainty," declared Shrewsbury, the
Daily Post critic, who had passed judgment on actors
and variety artistes for nearly twenty years.
" I agree," said his companion, Coleman, an ahead-of-
his-time artist, " if she could only do a naked turn she'd
be entrancing."
*e It's this damned hypocritical Puritan spirit of Eng-
land, with its inhibitions; that's what ruins the stage in
this country. Let's have a whisky and soda, Coleman,
and forget it. Porter's Mull is the smoothest I've drunk
for years."
At the termination of her item, Marie slipped a shawl
about her and squatted on a divan, anxious not to miss
any detail of Fancourt's Complete Dance of Siva which, on
the stage, had to be curtailed. Fancourt, bronze-hued
from head to foot, as on the occasion when Marie first
met him, was surrounded by the aureole of flame that
represents the hall of the universe in which Siva, as Lord
of Creation, through his dance cleanses the soul from
sin. Descending from his lotus pedestal, Fancourt
began to tread the great dance which, according to
Hindu beliefs, maintains the cosmic rhythm. As he
moved, the spectators noted that in his hair were the
deity's symbols of a cobra, a skull and a mermaid figure,
Ganga, representing the Ganges river, which is supposed
to have fallen from Heaven and to have lodged in Siva's
locks. Squatting on the floor, were Fancourt's two
Indian musicians. There.was a look of adoration on
their faces as they watched the performance which, to
them, was not an entertainment but a sacred rite. In
Faacourfs interpretation of the sacred dance there were
breadth, power, imagination. At first slow and weighty,